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FCC NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN WORKSHOP 
WIRELESS BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT-GENERAL
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 12, 2009
Agenda:

1:00 pm
Workshop Introduction, Rob Curtis, Moderator
1:05 pm
Panel 1:  A Current View (55 minutes:  3 minutes from each panelist followed by approximately 40  minutes for questions from the FCC moderating panel, from the web, from the floor, and discussion among panelists)

Stephen Bye, VP of Wireless, Cox Communications

Jake MacLeod, Principal VP and CTO, Bechtel Telecommunications

Neville Ray, SVP Engineering, T-Mobile USA

Tom Sawanobori, Vice President of Network and Technology Strategy, Verizon 

2:00 pm
Panel 2: Different Perspectives (55 minutes:  3 minutes from each panelist followed by approximately 40  minutes for questions from the FCC moderating panel, from the web, from the floor, and discussion among panelists)

Ed Evans, Chairman and CEO, Stelera Wireless
Brian Ponte, VP of Business Development, Lemko Corp.

Rowland Shaw, Director of Strategic Planning, Ericsson

Scott Zimmer, President, Air Advantage

FCC Moderating Panel:

Rob Curtis, Deployment Director, FCC Broadband Team, (Moderator)
Nese Guendelsberger, Acting Division Chief, Spectrum & Competition Policy Division, WTB  
John Leibovitz, Deputy Bureau Chief, WTB
Charles Mathias, Assistant Bureau Chief, WTB

Steve Rosenberg, Infrastructure Manager, FCC Broadband Team
Participant Biographies
Panel 1:  A Current View

Stephen Bye, VP of Wireless, Cox Communications

Stephen Bye is the Vice President of Wireless for Cox Communications, Inc. and is responsible for the development, management, and support of wireless products and services.  Mr. Bye has 15 years of experience in telecommunications.  Prior to joining Cox, he worked for AT&T, inCode Wireless and BellSouth in the U.S., and also worked with operations of BellSouth International in Israel, Germany, Denmark, Peru, Venezuela and Argentina. 

Mr. Bye is a Chartered Engineer, a Senior Member of IEEE and a Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and Technology (UK).  He graduated from the University of Tasmania in Australia in 1990 with a BE and honors in electrical engineering and has a BSc with honors in banking and finance from the London School of Economics in the UK.

Jake MacLeod, Principal VP and CTO, Bechtel Telecommunications

Jake joined Bechtel in May of 2000 and is responsible for the expansion of the scope of Bechtel’s communications engineering services to include all aspects of technical design from Network Planning to Commercial System Optimization.  Jake initiated and developed Bechtel’s RF and Network Planning team which grew to over 150 world class engineers.  He designed and established two world class telecoms laboratories to provide clients with applied research and development services ranging from interoperability testing to product characterization.  He was the first Bechtel Communications person to enter Baghdad in 2003 immediately after the conflict paused.  Jake and his teams assessed the Iraqi telecoms network, then designed and replaced 12 wire centers (equivalent to 240,000 POTS lines) in a period of 4 months, an unprecedented achievement in telephony.  Jake and his teams also analyzed and replaced the Air Traffic Control System at Baghdad International Airport.  The technology teams developed the Virtual Survey Tool, an automated network planning tool that employed stereo video and GIS to assist in the network design.  Jake’s labs worked with global wireless equipment manufacturers in the analysis and characterization of UMTS, HSDPA, Node B Hotels, WiMAX and Intuitive Networks.  The labs hosted the first and only WiMAX 802.16e interoperability testing in North America in September 2006.  Over 16 manufactures and 95 global technologists worked for 8 days to further the WiMAX industry.   Under Jake’s direction, the labs produced the Bechtel Communications Technical Journal, http://www.bechtel.com/communications/Tech-Journal-BCTJ.html an authoritative technical publication focused on operational matters.  The Labs also host bi-annual global technology debates focused on the pros and cons of the most advanced telecommunications technologies.

Jake sits on numerous industry Boards of Directors including ATIS and TIA.  Jake is vice chair of the Communications Research Division of the TIA.  He was named one of the top ten industry CTO’s by ExecBiz Magazine in 2009.  Jake provides an average of 8 to 10 keynote and technology based presentations per year at industry conferences.  Jake started his career in the telecommunications industry in 1978 beginning in Transmission Engineering with Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBTC) in San Antonio, Texas.  Jake’s responsibilities at SWBTC included design and implementation of all radio systems in Texas, west of Ft. Worth.  Jake participated in the original cellular telephone system designs for SWBTC in San Antonio, Dallas and Austin.  After SWBTC, Jake became employee number two for PageNet / CellNet and became Vice President of Engineering for the cellular division.  He designed over 135 cellular network systems including San Francisco, and filed them with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  In addition to his responsibilities at PageNet / CellNet, Jake was asked to become the Chairman of the Operational Relationships Committee at the FCC and wrote the regulations that governed the interactions between wireline and non-wireline companies.  

Jake has held executive management positions with NovAtel (Calgary), NovAtel (Atlanta), Western Communications, and West Central Cellular.  Most recently Jake spent nine years with Hughes Network Systems (HNS) and was instrumental in establishing the cellular division for HNS. He designed and established cellular and WLL systems in areas ranging from central Russia to Indonesia as well as fifty seven markets in the US.

Jake holds a BS degree from the University of Texas in Austin.

Neville Ray, SVP Engineering, T-Mobile USA

A professional in the telecommunications industry for more than 20 years, Neville Ray has specific experience in the design, deployment and operational management of GSM and WCDMA networks in the United States and worldwide.

Mr. Ray is responsible for the management of the national T-Mobile network in the USA, covering in excess of 260M pops, serving 32 million customers and encompassing 43,000+ cell site facilities. HSDPA services were launched in 2008 across all major metro areas of this network. Prior to assuming his current national role at T-Mobile USA, Mr. Ray held the position of Vice President of Network Engineering and Operations for the Northeast region of T-Mobile USA where he led the network through the 9/11 terrorist attacks, receiving significant recognition from the New York Police Department, New York state agencies and the Federal Communications Commission.  

His varied career began with designing and installing telecommunications systems in the UK, Central America and Southern Africa.  He has been involved in the installation of GSM wireless networks in the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait and has undertaken numerous projects deploying cellular, microwave and broadcast systems throughout the Middle East and Far East.  

Mr. Ray’s U.S. career began with Pacific Bell Mobile Services in 1995, where he held the position of Vice President of Network Operations in San Diego, California and Las Vegas, Nevada. Prior to joining Pacific Bell, he worked for PA Consulting in both Europe and the U.S.

Prior to joining Pacific Bell he worked for PA Consulting in both Europe and the USA.

Mr. Ray is a graduate of City University, London, UK with a BSc degree in Engineering.  He holds licenses, accreditations and memberships with the following organizations: The Institution of Electrical and Electronic Engineers: The Institution of Civil Engineers: Chartered Professional Engineer UK (PE equivalent); Member of the Project Management Institute, USA. 

Tom Sawanobori, Vice President of Network and Technology Strategy, Verizon
Thomas K. (Tom) Sawanobori serves as Vice President of Network and Technology Strategy for Verizon.  He is responsible for technology strategy for all Verizon business units.  His group leads technology strategy, wireless technology, strategy and planning, standards, and regulatory support.  He provides wireless strategy and planning direction for network HQ and field support.  Tom’s organization also leads capital budget allocation for the corporation and manages the intellectual property portfolio.

In his previous role as Vice President, Network Planning for Verizon Wireless, he led technology direction, planning, and evolution of the radio and core network. His operational experience includes leading the Northern California team to expand coverage, improve performance, and deploy the EV-DO wireless broadband network.  Previously he held increasingly responsible positions in planning, technology, and implementation for Verizon Wireless.

Panel 2:  Different Perspectives

Ed Evans, Chairman and CEO, Stelera Wireless
G. Edward Evans has been a leader in the wireless industry for over 20 years.  Currently, Mr. Evans serves as Founder, Chairman and CEO of Stelera Wireless, an innovative company committed to providing broadband access to rural and underserved towns across the country.  Previously, Mr. Evans was CEO and Chairman of Syniverse Holdings, Inc.  Mr. Evans and a financial sponsor acquired a division of Verizon Communications in February 2002 and created Syniverse Technologies, Inc.  In February of 2005 Syniverse became a publicly traded company on the New York Stock Exchange.  Mr. Evans served as Chief Executive Officer from February 2002 until January 2006.  Mr. Evans remained Chairman of the Board until January of 2007.  From January 1997 to January 2002, Mr. Evans was with Dobson Communications Corporation, first as President of its cellular subsidiaries and then as President and Chief Operating Officer of the organization.  Prior to joining Dobson Communications, he worked for BellSouth Mobility, Inc., now AT&T, from 1993 to 1996, serving as vice president/general manager for Kentucky, director of field operations at BellSouth’s corporate office in Atlanta and director of marketing in Alabama.   Mr. Evans also held positions with U.S. Cellular from 1990 to 1993 and with GTE Mobilnet from 1989 to 1990.  Today Mr. Evans serves on the boards of Neutral Tandem, Solix, a closely held services company, Carolina West Wireless, a closely held regional cellular telephone company and CTIA– The Wireless Association. Additionally, Mr. Evans is a Distinguished Director for the University of Florida’s Gator Boosters, Inc. and is a Trustee for the World Golf Foundation. 


Mr. Evans holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration from Georgia State University.

Brian Ponte, VP of Business Development, Lemko Corp.
Brian Ponte leads Lemko’s Business Development effort with a primary focus on the broadband initiatives covered under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  Brian’s charter is to build the business relationships and partnerships with operators and other companies developing applications for mobile broadband.  Brian joined Lemko in 2008 with over 20 years of experience in the wireless industry.  Prior to Lemko, Brian held leadership roles with companies such as ArrayComm, Research In Motion, and Motorola.  Brian holds a B.S. degree from Michigan State University.

Rowland Shaw, Director of Strategic Planning, Ericsson

Rowland Shaw currently serves as the Director of Strategic Planning for Ericsson Inc North America.  He is responsible for market intelligence, analytical assessments and market forecasting to ensure correct positioning of business and network solutions addressing both the customer and market need. Rowland is known for creative and provocative thoughts; he is also engaged in the development of Ericsson’s Global Strategy as it relates to business transformation influenced by the need for continued growth, IP the Internet and resulting business.

Rowland has a diverse background of experience from a number of industries ranging from R&D in real time video DSP systems and platforms, through Marketing, Sales, Business and Strategic Planning. He has a particular passion for innovation and business success through the matching of emerging needs to deployable capability across multiple industry segments.

As one of his pastimes he is authoring a book titled New Dominance, is noted for his patents on Pre-Paid and its derivatives as applied to the mobile industry.

Scott Zimmer, Air Advantage

Scott Zimmer, CPA, is the Air Advantage’s Managing Partner.  Prior to joining his wife’s company Zimco in 1999, he was Vice President Finance for The F.P. Horak Company, a $23 million global corporation serving Fortune 500 companies.  He directed financial statement preparation and presentation, budgeting, strategic planning and operational management for Horak.  Scott joined his spouse Dawn at Zimco, Inc. (www.zimco.net) in 1999. In 2004 he also helped create PowerComm Electric, (www.powercommelec.com),  a local electrical contractor providing commercial and residential electrical contracting services throughout Michigan.  

Prior to his experience at F.P. Horak, Scott worked at Deloitte & Touche, an international accounting firm, where he was responsible for tax and audit services to Fortune 500 clients such as The Dow Chemical Company and General Motors Corporation.

He graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Business Administration from Saginaw Valley State University.  His majors include Accounting and Management. Scott is a member of the Frankenmuth School District Board of Education, the Frankenmuth Rotary Club, the Frankenmuth Community Foundation Board of Governors, the Board of Directors of Lutheran Homes of Michigan (an elder care agency) and the Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.

FCC Panelist Biographies

Rob Curtis, Deployment Director FCC Broadband Team
Rob Curtis is the Deployment Director for the FCC Broadband Team.  He was a leader in the high-tech and telecom practice of McKinsey & Co., where he led over 20 engagements directly related to network operations and strategy.  Mr. Curtis was President of Network Operations and Engineering for a large Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC), and served on the CompTel Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  He was also an attorney at Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P. in Houston.  He earned a J.D. with Honors from Duke University School of Law, and a D. Phil. from Oxford University, where his dissertation dealt with the intersection of game theory and political theory.
Neşe Guendelsberger, Acting Chief, SCPD, WTB

Neşe Guendelsberger is the Acting Chief of the Spectrum and Competition Policy Division (SCPD)  in the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB).  Under Ms. Guendelsberger's direction, SCPD develops spectrum, competition, and infrastructure policies that promote access to and efficient use of radio spectrum for wireless telecommunications and encourage competition in the communications marketplace.  SCPD's spectrum policy projects include implementation of the National Broadband Plan under the ARRA, wireless rural policy issues, and the 700 MHz D Block proceeding.  The Division's competition policy portfolio includes merger review, the Annual CMRS Competition Report, wireless/wireline convergence, and secondary markets.  With regard to infrastructure policy, SCPD’s portfolio includes facilities and tower siting issues, including issues that arise under the National Environmental Policy and National Historic Preservation Act.  Previously, Ms. Guendelsberger was a Deputy Chief in same division and also served as an attorney in the Wireline Competition Bureau, in WTB’s former Auctions and Industry Analysis Division, and in the International Bureau.  Prior to joining the FCC in 2000, Ms. Guendelsberger taught law at the University of Baltimore and the University of Ankara and was a consultant on international law matters.  Ms. Guendelsberger has law degrees from the University of Paris I (Pantheon-Sorbonne) and the University of Ankara, as well as a LL.M. from the University of Michigan.

John Leibovitz, Deputy Chief, WTB

John S. Leibovitz is the Deputy Bureau Chief in the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.  Mr. Leibovitz is serving as the broadband team lead for spectrum issues.  Mr. Leibovitz recently joined the FCC from the Presidential Transition Team, where he helped to coordinate the Technology, Innovation, and Government Reform working group.  Prior to the transition, Mr. Leibovitz worked as an entrepreneur and strategy consultant in the telecommunications industry, with an emphasis on the wireless sector.  He started his business career with McKinsey & Company, in New York.  He has written about technology and spectrum policy in the Yale Law Journal and the Yale Journal of Law and Technology.  He received his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania, an M.Phil. from Cambridge University, and a J.D. from Yale Law School.

Charles Mathias, Assistant Bureau Chief, WTB
Charles. Mathias is Assistant Bureau Chief in the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.  He has a substantial background in government and regulatory affairs and business development in the telecommunications sector both in the United States and internationally.  Mr. Mathias is a graduate of Harvard College and the University of Virginia Law School.  He began his career as a corporate and technology lawyer in private practice in Boston.

Steve Rosenberg, Infrastructure Manager, FCC Broadband Team

Steve Rosenberg is the Infrastructure Manager for the FCC Broadband Team.  Mr. Rosenberg served in the telecom practice of McKinsey and Company for more almost five years, advising large incumbents and competitive carriers on a wide variety strategic issues, including regulatory proceedings, infrastructure investments, and marketing challenges.  More recently, Mr. Rosenberg worked with companies in the not-for-profit sector.  He earned a B.S. from Columbia University, and an M.S. and a Ph.D. in Physics from the University of California, Los Angeles.
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