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NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN





FCC National Broadband Plan Staff Workshop

Economic Growth, Job Creation, Private Investment

August 26, 2009

9:30 AM


Agenda:

9:30 am
Workshop Introduction, Moderator, Scott Wallsten, Economics Director, Omnibus Broadband Initiative
9:35 am
Presentations from Panelists 
James E. Prieger, Associate Professor of Public Policy at the Pepperdine University School of Public Policy
Brent Goldfarb, Associate Professor of Management and Entrepreneurship at the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland
Ralph B. Everett, President and CEO, Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies
Chris Forman, Associate Professor and the Robert and Stevie Schmidt Term Professor of IT Management at the College of Management at the Georgia Institute of Technology
Tom Wheeler, Managing Director, Core Capital Partners
Ryan C. McDevitt, Ph.D. candidate in economics, Northwestern University

10:40 am
Questions from Moderator

10:50 am
Questions from audience/Responses from panelists

11:30 am
Closing Statements, Moderator
11:35 am
Adjournment

FCC Participant Bio:

Scott Wallsten, Economics Director, Omnibus Broadband Initiative.  Scott Wallsten is an economist with expertise in industrial organization and public policy. His research focuses on telecommunications, regulation, competition, and technology policy. His research has been published in numerous academic journals and his commentaries have appeared in newspapers and newsmagazines around the world. He holds a Ph.D. in economics from Stanford University.

He is on leave from the Technology Policy Institute, where he was vice president for research and a senior fellow. He is also on leave from positions as a senior fellow at the Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy, a lecturer in Public Policy at Stanford University, and a special consultant for Economists Incorporated. He has been director of communications policy studies and senior fellow at the Progress & Freedom Foundation, a senior fellow at the AEI - Brookings Joint Center for Regulatory Studies and a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, an economist at The World Bank, a scholar at the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research, and a staff economist at the U.S. President's Council of Economic Advisers.
Donald K. Stockdale, Jr., Deputy Chief and Bureau Chief Economist, Wireline Competition Bureau (WCB), Federal Communications Commission.  Donald Stockdale supervised WCB’s pricing policy proceedings (including the FCC’s 2008 effort to reform of intercarrier compensation), the review of all wireline mergers, and other policy proceedings raising competition issues.  He has also advised on various FCC broadband policy initiatives.  In addition, Mr. Stockdale frequently advises regulators from other countries on local competition, interconnection and pricing issues. 

Prior to this position, he was Director of Research in the Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis, where, inter alia, he participated in the Commission’s review of major telecommunications mergers, assisted the Commission’s operating bureaus on major rulemakings, and advised regulators from other countries.  Before moving to OSP, Mr. Stockdale was the Associate Chief and Chief Economist of the FCC's Common Carrier Bureau and before that, deputy-chief of the Policy and Program Planning Division of the Common Carrier Bureau. 

Prior to joining the FCC, Mr. Stockdale taught business and public policy at the University of Maryland Business School.  Before that he was a litigation associate at the New York law firm of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, where he specialized in U.S. and European antitrust law.  Mr. Stockdale has a B.A., J.D. and Ph.D. in Economics, all from Yale University, and a M.A. in economics from Kings College, Cambridge.

Jonathan D. Levy, Deputy Chief Economist, Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis, Federal Communications Commission.  As Deputy Chief Economist, Jonathan Levy advises the Chief Economist, principally on media policy issues and serves as a liaison between the Chief Economist and economists in the Commission’s bureaus and offices.  

Dr. Levy is also a senior economist in the Commission’s Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis (formerly the Office of Plans and Policy). His primary activities are analysis of competition in broadcasting and multichannel video programming distribution markets and review of proposed changes in government regulation of the mass media, in particular broadcasting, cable television, and satellite television. Dr. Levy has played a significant role in the Commission’s review of broadcast ownership rules and digital television transition issues.  Earlier, he had principal staff responsibility for a number of Commission reports and notices on home satellite dish issues.  Dr. Levy also participated in the design and implementation of FCC spectrum auctions in the Direct Broadcast Satellite and other services. 

Prior to joining the F.C.C. in 1980, he taught economics at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  He holds a Ph.D. in economics from Yale University.  In 1993, Dr. Levy was a Fulbright Senior Scholar in the School of Humanities at the University of Technology Sydney studying US-Australian trade in television programming and film. He has written several papers on Australian media policy.
Panelist bios:

James E. Prieger, Associate Professor of Public Policy, Pepperdine University School of Public Policy.  James E. Prieger is Associate Professor of Public Policy at the Pepperdine University School of Public Policy, to where he recently returned after spending a year as Senior Economist with the Federal Communications Commission.  He is an economist specializing in regulatory economics, industrial organization, and applied econometrics.  He has written for scholarly journals on broadband deployment and the digital divide, the impact of telecommunications regulation on innovation, the impact of cost changes on industry dynamics, state and local taxation of communications providers in California, universal service in telecommunications, second-best pricing rules, bootstrapping conditional moment tests, and econometric methodology for non-randomly sampled duration data.  Other research includes whether laws banning cell phone use while driving would prevent accidents, which has been covered in media such as BusinessWeek.  In another set of papers, Prieger investigates the impact of the Americans With Disabilities Act on retail firms, which drew the notice of Forbes.  He sits on the editorial board of Applied Economics Quarterly.  He has consulted for major telecommunications companies on regulatory issues. He received his BA (Magna Cum Laude) from Yale University and his Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.  He previously taught at the University of California, Davis (1999-2006).  The complete C.V. of Prof. James Prieger is available at http://faculty.pepperdine.edu/jprieger/CV.pdf.

Brent Goldfarb, Professor of Management and Entrepreneurship at the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland.  Brent Goldfarb is a professor of Management and Entrepreneurship at the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland. Goldfarb studies how the production and exchange of technology differs from more traditional economic goods, and the implications of these differences for firms and policy. His research has focused on how national innovation systems, incentives and the characteristics of technologies influence both the production of knowledge at the university and the transfer of this knowledge to the private sector. He has also studied issues in the evolution of emerging industries. A key result of his research is that while markets are problematic mediums for technology exchange, key institutions often evolve to mitigate problems. Goldfarb’s work has been published in several scholarly journals and covered by such press outlets as the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times. Dr. Goldfarb earned his Ph.D. in economics from Stanford University in 2002. 
Ralph B. Everett, President and CEO, Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies.  Ralph B. Everett is the president and CEO of the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, a leading think tank that focuses on the concerns of African Americans and other people of color.  Prior to his appointment in January 2007, Mr. Everett was the first African American partner in the law firm of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP, where he served 18 years specializing in telecommunications and transportation policy.  He had previously worked in the U.S. Senate for more than a decade, including serving as staff director and chief counsel of the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.  
He serves on the boards of Cumulus Media Inc., Connected Nation, the Federal Communications Commission’s Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age, the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation, Independent Sector, and the Black Leadership Forum.  In 1998, President Clinton appointed Mr. Everett as U.S. Ambassador to the International Telecommunications Union’s Plenipotentiary Conference, and that year he also led the U.S. Delegation to the Second World Telecommunication Development Conference in Malta, joining participants from more than 190 nations.  
Most recently, Mr. Everett was a team lead for the Obama-Biden Transition Project Agency Review Working Group responsible for overseeing the U.S. Department of Commerce.  His past service includes being a member of the boards of the National Urban League, the Center for National Policy, and the President’s Board of Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  Ebony magazine has named Mr. Everett one of the nation’s “150 Most Influential African Americans.”  He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Morehouse College and has a J.D. from Duke University Law School.

Chris Forman, Associate Professor and the Robert and Stevie Schmidt Term Professor of IT Management at the College of Management at the Georgia Institute of Technology.  Chris Forman is Associate Professor and the Robert and Stevie Schmidt Term Professor of IT Management at the College of Management at the Georgia Institute of Technology.  His research interests include the study of the adoption and returns to IT investment among businesses, with a particular interest on the role of geography and standards on the value of IT infrastructure investments. He also studies innovation in the IT and software industries and electronic commerce. 
His research has appeared in numerous leading journals in economics and information systems. He is an Associate Editor at journals such as Management Science, Information Systems Research, and Information Economics and Policy. He was a visiting scholar at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco in 2004, and has served on a variety of panels on the measurement of Internet investment in business. In 2004 he co-chaired the Conference on Information Systems and Technology. 
He is an Alfred P. Sloan Industry Studies Fellow, with an emphasis on the software industry. He is also the recipient of awards from conferences such as the International Conference in Electronic Commerce and the Conference on Information Systems and Technology. Dr. Forman earned his Ph.D. in managerial economics and strategy from Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.
Tom Wheeler, Managing Director, Core Capital Partners.  For three decades Tom Wheeler has worked at the forefront of telecommunications policy and business development, experiencing the revolution in telecommunications as both a policy expert and businessman. As an entrepreneur he started or helped start multiple companies offering new cable, wireless and video communications services, both domestically and internationally.  He is the co-founder of SmartBrief, the first targeted, filtered electronic news service which today serves over 2 million readers daily. As a policy expert he has been intimately engaged in the development of the government’s telecommunications policy at both the legislative and regulatory level.  
On the 20th anniversary of the cable television industry (1995) Wheeler was selected one of the 20 most influential individuals in the industry’s history. He has been elected to the Cable Hall of Fame. On the 25th anniversary of the cellular telecommunications industry (2008) he was named one of the top 10 innovators in the wireless industry and is a member of the Wireless Hall of Fame. Following the 2008 election he led the Obama-Biden Transition on science, technology, space and the arts.

From 1976 to 1984, Mr. Wheeler was associated with the National Cable Television Association (NCTA), where he was president from 1979 to 1984. After several years as CEO of new technology start-ups, including the first company to offer high sped delivery of data to home computers and the first digital video delivery service, Mr. Wheeler was asked to take over the Cellular Telecommunications & Internet Association (CTIA). He served as CEO of CTIA from 1992-2004.

Mr. Wheeler wrote Take Command:  Leadership Lessons of the Civil War (Doubleday, 2000) and Mr. Lincoln’s T-Mails: The Untold Story of How Abraham Lincoln Used the Telegraph to Win the Civil War (HarperCollins, 2006). His commentaries on current events have been published in the Washington Post, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Newsday, and other leading publications. 

Presidents Clinton and Bush each appointed Mr. Wheeler a Trustee of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts where he served for 12 years. He is the former Chairman of the Foundation for the National Archives, and a former member of the board of the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). He is on the board of the Gettysburg Foundation as well as the advisory board of the John Glenn School of Public Affairs at the Ohio State University. Mr. Wheeler sits on the boards of Core portfolio companies Roundbox, UpdateLogic, Jacked, LimeLife, Twisted Pair Solutions, and GoMoBo. He is also on the board of EarthLink (NASDQ: ELNK).  

Mr. Wheeler is a graduate of The Ohio State University and the recipient of its Alumni Medal for national and international career achievement. 
Ryan C. McDevitt, Ph.D. candidate in economics, Northwestern University.  Ryan McDevitt is a Lecturer in the Department of Management and Strategy and a Ph.D. candidate in economics at Northwestern University, where he is funded in part by the Center for the Study of Industrial Organization. His research focuses on empirical industrial organization and applied microeconomics. Specifically, Ryan's work has examined the interaction between market structure and firms' name choices, particularly as they relate to signals of firms' capabilities and reputations; the optimal pricing strategies for multiproduct firms; the extent to which market structure and competition influence venture capitalists' decisions to specialize within sectors or become generalists; and the economic impact of broadband internet's diffusion throughout the United States.
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