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NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN





Broadband and New Media Strategies for Minority Radio
January 26, 2010, 9:30am-12:00pm
FCC Commission Meeting Room

Agenda

9:30 AM 
Roundtable begins with Comments from Commissioner(s); and Introductions from Carolyn Fleming-Williams Senior Deputy Director, OCBO and Rick Wade, Acting Chief of Staff, Department of Commerce, Moderators
9:45-10:45 AM 

Roundtable Participants begin discussion 
Mario Armstrong, Radio Host, XM/Sirius radio, USTalkNetwork.com, WYPR & WEAA
Eric Broyles, Founder and CEO, Megree, Inc.
Frank Flores, Chief Revenue Officer of the radio segment and General Manager, Spanish Broadcasting Systems
Anita Stephens Graham, Partner, Opportunity Capital Partners 
Zemira Jones, President /CEO of All American Management Group, Inc.

James L. Winston, Executive Director, National Association of Black-Owned Broadcasters (NABOB)
Candida Mobley-Wright, President, Voices, Inc.  
Frank Montero, Co- Managing Partner with the law firm  Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth
Cleveland Spears, Producer/Radio Host/General Manager, iM4radio Broadcasting Network
Loris Ann Taylor, Executive Director, Native Public Media
10:45-11:00 AM

Break
11:00-12:00 Noon
Roundtable Participants resume discussion 
12:00 Noon


Adjournment 
BIOS

MARIO ARMSTRONG



Radio Host, XM/Sirius radio, USTalkNetwork.com, WYPR & WEAA
Mario Armstrong--much like the technology he loves--has always been an amalgamation of many different things: radio, TV & online media personality, motivational speaker, public servant and social entrepreneur. At his heart, Armstrong wants to better people’s lives by educating them to leverage technology to enhance their personal and professional lives. Armstrong translates technology for non-tech audiences through his radio shows, TV segments, public speaking, print and online programs. Mario covers the stories, headlines, issues, gadgets and news makers of the day through the lens of technology! He entertains and educates audiences as to how technology impacts our society and businesses. He appears regularly on NPR’s Morning Edition program reaching 17 million households. He hosts and syndicates his own technology talk shows on XM/Sirius radio, USTalkNetwork.com, and WYPR & WEAA. On TV, his segments air weekly on NBC WBAL-TV, and Small Business Television.com. He has appeared on CNBC, TV-One, PBS, C-Span and CNN. Some of Mario's radio and video online show guests include: President Barack Obama; Intel Chairman, Craig Barrett; Google co-founder, Larry Paige; U.S. Navy Admiral, Gary Roughhead; entertainment mogul, Russell Simmons; Sprint CEO, Dan Hesse; entrepreneur, Michael Dell; filmmaker, Spike Lee; founders of “Guitar Hero”, Kai & Charles Huang; Nintendo President, Reginald Fils-Aime; and entertainer, Stevie Wonder, just to name a few. 

Armstrong has worked in the tech industry for 12+ years and was the first Chief Technology Officer in Baltimore City government for then Mayor, Martin O’Malley. Armstrong also served as the IT Director for the State of Maryland's Tourism Department. In addition, Armstrong was one of six chosen in the United States to be a part of a Technology Delegation to meet with tech entrepreneurs in Seoul Korea to discuss new international business partnerships between the United States and South Korea. As an entrepreneur, Armstrong heads Mario Armstrong Media, LLC a technology-media company that creates content for traditional, mobile & online media outlets for syndication. In addition to content syndication the company offers tech consulting, digital lifestyle events and public speaking.

Mario's passion is to bridge the digital divide between the “haves and the have-nots”. To that end, Mario has delved into the world of social entrepreneurship by starting a new company and hiring 11 teenagers to develop, design, market and manage the new online social network called TechTechBoom.com. This company will morph kids from passive users of cell phones and laptops into the next generation of digital scientists and activists by increasing their interest and knowledge in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Armstrong is also a co-founder of the Urban Video Game Academy--an educational non-profit program that uses the allure, interactivity and development process of video games to increase students’ interest and academic achievement in Science, Technology, English and Math. The program has been featured in USA Today, on CNN & in Newsweek magazine. His voice is featured in a fun and educational video game entitled, "SpaceStation Sim," developed by Vision Video games for NASA. 


ERIC BROYLES  
Founder and CEO of Megree, inc.

Eric Broyles is the Founder and CEO of Megree, Inc., the operator of www.megree.com.  Megree is a social networking utility that seeks to show how everyone in the world is connected.  Megree is specifically focused on helping non-profit and humanitarian organizations increase their support base by showing their benefactors and potential benefactors how they are personally connected to beneficiaries of those organizations.  Megree is in beta development currently and is targeted to launch in early 2010.  Mr. Broyles previously served as a senior executive at Gerson Lehrman Group (“GLG”) which manages the world’s leading marketplace for independent expertise.  GLG serves nearly every major institutional investor in the world as they seek primary insights from frontline industry professionals to pressure test their investment ideas.  Mr. Broyles was a key member of senior management and helped the firm to grow to a market cap of over $1 billion.  Prior to joining GLG, Mr. Broyles was a corporate attorney with America Online, Inc. where he was responsible for negotiating key content agreements for the company and key advertising deals from 1999-2004.  Mr. Broyles began his legal career as an associate in the Communications Group at the Washington, DC office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP.  As a telecommunications attorney, Mr. Broyles represented numerous radio and television station owners in both regulatory and transactional matters.  Mr. Broyles also served as a law clerk to the Honorable Joseph W. Hatchett, Chief Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit from 1995-1996.

He is a 1995 graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law where he served as the Business Editor on the Virginia Journal of Law & Politics.  He is also a summa cum laude graduate of the University of Cincinnati where he double majored in Marketing and Management and was the class Valedictorian.  Eric currently serves on the Alumni Council Board at the University of Virginia School of Law and on the Board of Directors for Choral Arts Society of Washington, DC.

FRANK FLORES

General Manager and Chief Operating Officer of Spanish Broadcasting Systems
Frank Flores became the Chief Revenue Officer of the radio segment and General Manager of the radio market on April 1, 2009. Previously, Mr. Flores was the General Manager and Vice President of the New York radio market from January 2005 to March 2009 and VP/Director of Sales from July 2004 to January 2005. Mr. Flores is responsible for overseeing the revenue and profit performance of all of our radio stations and the day-to-day operational matters of the New York radio market. Prior to joining SBS, he was the general sales manager from 2003 to 2004 and local sales manager the previous twelve years for WXRK-FM with Infinity Broadcasting Corporation.

ANITA STEPHENS GRAHAM

Partner
Opportunity Capital Partners  

Anita Stephens Graham has more than 20 years of experience at management levels within the private equity and banking industries and joined OCP in 1996.  Ms. Graham has managed OCP's affairs with respect to its investments in several companies.  She currently serves on the board of directors of the National Association of Investment Companies.  She is also a board member of Pacific Community Ventures and a member of the Cornell University Entrepreneurial Advisory Council.  Ms. Graham holds an undergraduate degree in Economics from Cornell University and an Executive MBA from Golden Gate

ZEMIRA JONES

President/CEO, All American management Group, Inc.

Zemira Jones is President/CEO of All American Management Group, Inc; a media management company that helps traditional radio transform its brand strength into a multi-platform distribution strategy that competes in the digital age. Broadcasters are ready for major change because they need a new approach to creating value for their audiences, advertisers, and bottom line. The All American Management Group’s digital solution to radio syndication helps them share in the revenue growth of the new media marketplace.

Zemira Z. Jones is a veteran in broadcast management with 32 years of major market and corporate experience. His career spans a wide range of broadcast platforms including radio, at the station, corporate and network level; television, satellite radio and new media. Over the course of his career  Jones has managed  nearly every popular format in radio including: CHR, Classic Rock, Active Rock, Alternative Rock, Modern Rock, Urban Contemporary, Urban AC, Contemporary  Jazz, Country, Talk, News-Talk, Radio for Kid’s 6-11, and Sports. 

Prior to owning his own company Zemira held the position of Vice President of Operations for Radio One Inc. which is the nation’s seventh largest radio broadcasting company and the largest company that primarily targets African-American and urban listeners. He held operational oversight responsibilities for the company’s 71 owned radio stations and low-power television in 22 markets. Zemira also initiated and launched Syndication One, a new urban targeted radio network.  He also managed Radio One’s companion News-Talk product, “Channel 169 The Power” on XM Satellite Radio. 

Zemira’s duties included management of Sales, Programming, Marketing and Promotion, Engineering, and New Media development for Radio One. He managed and hired company General Managers and Regional Vice Presidents. Zemira instituted major operational restructuring initiatives and new strategies that increased market share, improved operational efficiency and cash flow throughout the company. This included new approaches to non-traditional revenue generation, state of the art sales training, a cutting edge management intelligence system, and best-of-breed inventory management system.  He also developed innovative marketing strategy designed to address Arbitron’s new electronic measurement methodology as well as new programming content across the company.

James L. Winston

Executive Director

National Association of Black-Owned Broadcasters (NABOB)

James L. Winston is Executive Director and General Counsel of the National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters, Inc., and a partner in the Washington, D.C. law firm of Rubin, Winston, Diercks, Harris & Cooke, L.L.P.

Mr. Winston has been Executive Director and General Counsel of NABOB since February, 1982.  Before joining NABOB, Mr. Winston served in several positions in private law firms and corporations.  From 1978 to 1980 Mr. Winston served as Legal Assistant to Commissioner Robert E. Lee at the Federal Communications Commission.
Mr. Winston is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and is admitted to practice law in Massachusetts, New York and the District of Columbia.  Mr. Winston also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering from the University of Pennsylvania.

CANDIDA MOBLEY


President, Voices, Inc.

Candida Mobley-Wright is the President of Voices, Inc.  In 1983, Candida incorporated Voices, Inc. as a radio production and syndication company of programming which reached an unwired syndicate of radio stations nationally. She was inspired to create a vehicle that would both educate the community and promote corporate client's products and services. Candida is dedicated to providing her clients with quality creative advertising strategies that educate, inspire and uplift the disenfranchised.  She has established the company's platform of marketing with responsibility.  She received the "Partnership Award" from the US Census 2000 and has received special congressional recognition for her efforts on behalf of the community and government.  Candida holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Southern California and produced her first play at USC while pursuing her Masters of Fine Arts degree.

FRANK MONTERO

Co-Managing Partner

Fletcher Heald & Hildreth

Frank Montero is a Co- Managing Partner with the law firm of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth.  He focuses on telecommunications, broadcasting, media and technology.  Mr. Montero’s practice includes FCC regulatory counseling, corporate finance, asset and securities acquisitions, intellectual property, and real estate and commercial transactions.  
Mr. Montero was an appointed member of the Federal Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age.  He has served as the Director of the Federal Communications Commission’s Office of Communications Business Opportunities.  While at the FCC, Mr. Montero worked extensively with industry, trade associations, financing institutions and governmental agencies to create business opportunities for entrepreneurs, start-ups and other small businesses in the telecommunications and technology sectors.  Prior to his appointment, Mr. Montero was a partner with the Washington communications law firm of Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader & Zaragoza.

CLEVELAND SPEARS
General Manager and Program Director, iM4Radio

Cleveland Spears played football and studied marketing (School of Business) at Howard University in the 90's where he first became intrigued with radio operations.  While on campus he quickly discovered and developed an affinity for Jazz, Hip-Hop and Soul Music and even considered switching to the school of communications in place of the school of business.  Cleveland was also invited to attend the Baltimore Ravens Camp in 1998.  The following year, Cleveland decided to pursue a career in radio broadcasting as a disc jockey.  He started a mobile disc jockey company (Go Deejays) and landed an internship at a local radio station (89.3 WPFW FM) in Washington D.C.   Within a few months he was offered a position as the host of the late night program "Jazz Overnight."  He successfully held this position for three years before being promoted to a prime-time position as the host and producer of the weekday mid-day slot where he earned honors as the highest rated program for four consecutive years.  Cleveland is currently a producer and radio host in addition to being the General Manager of the iM4radio Broadcasting Network ( a network that builds on-line radio stations and provides media content to them). The first station built under this network is THE FLOW radio station in Largo Maryland, which has over 30 on-air personalities, providing live interactive programming and well over 100k listeners accessible at www.iM4radiodc.com. The hosts, under his leadership, have interviewed many notables such as: Spike Lee, George Duke, Russell Simmons and Cornel West.  The network was one of a few small media outlets that were invited by the Presidential Inauguration Committee to cover the 2009 Inauguration of President Barack Obama. Cleveland Spears aspires to make this new style of broadcasting by the iM4radio Broadcasting network as widely accepted and used as traditional radio and television.

LORIS ANN TAYLOR 
Executive Director, Native Public Media
Loris Taylor is Executive Director of Native Public Media, which represents the media interests of Native America through radio, journalism, new media technologies, and public policy.  Ms. Taylor was formerly the General Manager of KUYI-FM, Hopi Radio where she co-founded the UNITY Journalist of Color Award winning “Indian Country News Bureau.”  She also produced the children’s program “Shooting Stars” and a weekly talk show “House Calls” which received an award from the U. S. Indian Health Service.  Ms. Taylor instituted the first radio class/curriculum at the Hopi Junior Senior High School and currently serves on the Distribution and Interconnection Committee for National Public Radio.

RICK C. WADE


Acting Chief of Staff, Department of Commerce

Rick Wade was a senior advisor in the presidential campaign of Barack Obama and is currently the acting Chief of Staff for the Commerce Department. Mr. Wade is a native of Lancaster, South Carolina and has been a longstanding public servant.  He is a graduate of the Lancaster public schools and earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of South Carolina (USC) and Master of Public Administration from Harvard University.  He has also studied at both the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia and Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.

He served as the Director of Business Development at Palmetto GBA, Inc., a subsidiary of Blue Cross & Blue Shield of South Carolina, where he has also served as Assistant Vice President and Congressional Liaison.  He has been a Senior Associate at Fowler Communications; Member of the Cabinet of the Governor of South Carolina; Director of the S.C. Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Services; Executive at Hoffmann-La Roche pharmaceutical Company; Analyst for the S.C. House Ways & Means Committee; Executive Assistant to the President of USC; and Chief of Staff for former Lieutenant Governor Nick Theodore.  Mr. Wade has received numerous awards including Outstanding Young Men of America, Urban League Leadership Award, and USC Outstanding Alumnus. He was named Henry Toll Fellow by the Council of State Governments, Denit Fellow by Wesley Theological Seminary, and John F. Kennedy Fellow by Harvard University.

CAROLYN FLEMING-WILLIAMS

Senior Deputy Director, OCBO
(MODERATOR) 

Carolyn Fleming-Williams most recently served as Director of the Office of Communications Business Opportunities, FCC.  During her 15-year tenure with the Commission, she has also served as a Senior Attorney-Advisor with the Media Bureau.  Prior to joining the Commission, Ms. Fleming-Williams served as corporate counsel with the Communications Satellite Corporation (COMSAT).  She was also an associate attorney with the law firm Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, now K&L Gates LLP.   Prior to joining K&L, she was an Honors Attorney with the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  She has also served as President of DC Habitat for Humanity and as a Fairfax County Commissioner for Civil Service.
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