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NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN





FCC National Broadband Plan Staff Workshop

Lessons for the National Broadband Plan from Local Officials Representing Under-served Communities

Wednesday, December 9, 2009, 9:30 a.m. 
Agenda:

9:30 a.m.
Workshop/Panel Introduction, Mark Lloyd, Moderator
9:35 a.m. 
Panelist Presentations
Calvin Smyre, President of the National Black Caucus of State Legislators, Georgia State Representative
Robert Steele , Commissioner, 2nd District of Cook County (Chicago), IL
Vanessa R. Williams, Executive Director of the National Conference of Black Mayors (NCBM)
Gus K. West, Board Chair and President, The Hispanic Institute
10:30 a.m.  Panelist Discussion and Responses to Questions
11:30 a.m.  Closing Statement, Moderator
FCC Moderating Panel:

Mark Lloyd, Associate General Counsel/Chief Diversity Officer, Federal Communications Commission
Mr. Lloyd was most recently the Vice President for Strategic Initiatives at the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights/ Education Fund, where he oversaw media and telecom initiatives. Mr. Lloyd was also an adjunct professor of public policy at Georgetown University, and from 2002-2004 a visiting scholar at MIT where he conducted research and taught communications policy.  Mr. Lloyd has been a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, the General Counsel of the Benton Foundation, and an attorney at Dow, Lohnes & Albertson. Before becoming a communications lawyer, Mr. Lloyd had a distinguished career as a broadcast journalist, including work at NBC and CNN.  He received his undergraduate degree in Political Science and Journalism from the University of Michigan, and his law degree from the Georgetown University Law Center.
Public Input

The Commission seeks public input regarding questions to ask at the workshop.  Questions can be e-mailed to the Workshop Coordinator prior to the workshop at mark.lloyd@fcc.gov.  During the workshop, audience members—both in the room and online—will have the opportunity to suggest questions in writing.  Questions will be reviewed and, time permitting, could be asked by the moderator.  Additionally, there will be an opportunity to submit written comments in response to the staff workshops.
Participant Biographies
Calvin Smyre, President of the National Black Caucus of State Legislators, Georgia State Representative
State Representative Calvin Smyre, business executive, state legislator, community and national leader, earned his B.S. degree from Fort Valley State University, majoring in Business Administration, with a minor in Accounting.

 

His career path has taken him from being a community organizer and director of the “War on Poverty” program in Columbus, Georgia, to his current positions as Executive Vice President, Corporate External Affairs, Synovus and President of the Synovus Foundation.  He also serves on the company’s eight-member Corporate Executive Group.  Synovus (NYSE: “SNV”) is a diversified financial services holding company with over $32 billion in assets based in Columbus, Georgia.  Synovus provides integrated financial services including banking, financial management, insurance, mortgage and leasing services through 39 banks and other Synovus offices in Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Florida and Tennessee; and electronic payment processing through an 81-percent stake in TSYS (NYSE: “TSS”), the world’s largest third-party processor of international payments.  Synovus has been named one of “The 100 Best Companies To Work For” in America by FORTUNE magazine, and has been recognized in its Hall of Fame for consecutive appearances on the list since its inception in 1998.  In 2004, Synovus was also named as one of “America’s Most Admired Companies”. 

 

He was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives in 1974 as its youngest member at 26 years of age.  As a 33-year legislative veteran and one of the “Deans,” he serves on the most important panels of the House.  In the state’s budgetary process he serves on the Appropriations Committee, which is responsible for dividing up the $20 billion state budget.  He is also a member of the powerful calendar-setting Rules Committee as well as Chairman of the House Minority Caucus.  Representative Smyre has served as Chairman of the House Rules Committee and University System of Georgia Committee, which has oversight responsibility for the state’s 34 public colleges and universities from 1993-1999, and he served as Chairman of the House Industrial Relations Committee from 1991 to July 1993.

         

Rep. Smyre has a distinguished legislative record which includes authoring the legislation making Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday a state holiday and legislation creating the Georgia Dome, home of the Atlanta Falcons.  He was also instrumental and co-sponsor of the historic legislation (HB16) creating a new Georgia State Flag.

 

In 1979 he was elected by his peers as Chairman of the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus and in 1982 was elected President of the Georgia Association of Black Elected Officials.  In 1983 he was appointed Assistant Administrative Floor Leader by Governor Joe Frank Harris, and in 1986 in an historic move Governor Harris appointed him Administrative Floor Leader, thus becoming the first African-American in history to hold this position.  In 1985 he was elected to the Democratic National Committee, also becoming the first African-American elected official from Georgia to serve in this post.

 

Nationally, he is President of the National Black Caucus of State Legislators, a member of the Assembly on State Issues of the National Conference of State Legislators;  and he also serves as a Synovus representation on the Financial Services Roundtable; all three headquartered in Washington, D.C.  Representative Smyre has lectured at a number of colleges and universities and has received over 200 local, state and national honors and awards.  In 1980 he was selected by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution as one of the “Ten Best Legislators” in the State and in 1985 and 2005 he was selected by his peers as the National “Legislator of the Year”.  He has been honored twice as “Citizen of the Year” in his hometown of Columbus.

 

Rep. Smyre was instrumental in the construction of the $62M Columbus RiverCenter and served as Chairman of the six-member Project Development Team from July 1994 – April 2001 to build the facility.  He also served as RiverCenter Board Chairman from September 2002 until May 2004.  He served as President of the Liberty Theatre Cultural Center, Inc. from 1994 until December 2003.  He is a member of the Board of Trustees of: the Morehouse School of Medicine; the Medical College of Georgia Foundation; Columbus State University Foundation; the Columbus Museum and the Fort Valley State University Foundation, where he serves as Chairman.  He is also a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; SO-C-837 Club; Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity; the Boy Scouts of America and a life member of the NAACP and SCLC.  Representative Smyre is a former member of the Board of Trustees of the Columbus Medical Center, the University of Georgia Foundation, the Jack D. Hughston Hospital Medicine Foundation, and the House of Representatives Health Committee where he served for twelve years.  He is also former Chairman of the Columbus Metro Urban League and former National President of the Fort Valley State University National Alumni Association.

 

Born in Columbus, Georgia, Representative Smyre is a life-long member of Ward Chapel A.M.E. Church in Columbus and serves as a member of the Board of Trustees.

Robert Steele , Commissioner, 2nd District of Cook County (Chicago), IL
Robert Steele is Commissioner for the 2nd District of Cook County (Chicago), IL. He has more than 30 years of experience as a public servant of Chicago and Cook County. Steele is a results driven County Board Commissioner who is focusing on making meaningful and measurable contributions to the residents of his district and for all of Cook County.

At the Board, Commissioner Steele serves on several vital committees including construction, contract compliance, environmental control, real estate and economic development finance, health and hospitals, human relations, rules and administration and information technology.

Nationally, Commissioner Steele is a member of the National Association of County Officials (NACo) and serves as a member of the Deferred Compensation Committee which is a program that allows county employees a valuable savings option that will supplement their retirement income. Additionally, he is a member of National Association of Black County Officials (NABCO) where he is President-Elect and scheduled to take office in July of 2009. NABCO was formed in 1975 to provide an organizational structure for black county officials to review, share and develop responses to local and national issues.

Commissioner Steele’s dedication to his community goes beyond the board room. He is a passionate and outstanding community leader with a history of designing and implementing programs within Chicago communities which benefit local residents and businesses. A true community leader, one of his strategies for improving his county is through service. His focus has been on community development, health care, education and leadership.

Community Development:

Since 1998 Commissioner Steele has served as President of the Board for the Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago, Inc. (NHS) in the Lawndale Community. NHS is a non-for-profit organization dedicated to real estate development, homeownership education and neighborhood lending. NHS’s mission is to create opportunities for people to live in affordable homes, improve their lives, and strengthen their neighborhoods. NHS’s focus of keeping people in their homes through education and foreclosure prevention has been especially useful for local residents. Additionally, Commissioner Steele serves as a member of the Corporate Board of NHS which serves various neighborhoods in Chicago.

Health Care:

Since 2000 he has served as President of the Lawndale Christian Health Center (LCHC). LCHC is a community-based nonprofit organization, dedicated to improving the health of Chicago's Lawndale and Garfield communities. LCHC provides quality primary care services regardless of the patient's financial situation. With a staff of 300 people LCHC provides approximately 192,000 patient care visits annual. Over 50% of LCHC patients are uninsured.

Education:

In 2006 Commissioner Steele joined forces with Mosaica Education to open Frazier Preparatory Academy in the Lawndale Community. Frazier Prep is a Chicago Public School Charter School with an innovative curriculum designed to help students achieve their academic goals while in school, and their life goals after graduation. Mosaica Education is one of the nations largest private operators of public schools. Mosaica’s rigorous curriculum and innovative operational methodologies has translated to superior student achievement based on sound fiscal practices.

Frazier Prep is proud to be the home of the DC 24. The DC 24 are a group of 24 4th, 5th and 6th graders that were chosen to attend the Presidential Inauguration in Washington D. C. on January 20, 2009. These students excelled in academics, citizenship and submitted extraordinary essays to be chosen to be a part of history. Share My Inauguration
Leadership:

Commissioner Steele is Secretary of the Westside Black Caucus (WBC). The WBC is a coalition of federal, state, county and city officials dedicated to the betterment of the Westside of Chicago.

Commissioner Steele also serves as a Board Member with Healthy Families America and volunteers with the Chicago Public Schools for Principal for a Day and Proud to Read Aloud.

Steele graduated with a B.S. in Business Administration and Computer Science from Morgan State University in Baltimore, MD. He holds certifications from Neighbor Works America, Washington D.C. and San Francisco, CA; he is also a graduate and Fellow of Leadership Greater Chicago.

He enjoys spending time with his family, golf and travel.
Vanessa R. Williams, Executive Director of the National Conference of Black Mayors (NCBM)


The humility and grace of Vanessa R. Williams covers her presence with an unassuming posture.  It is a closer look at her vision and work that will reveal the global influence of the 35-year-old Executive Director of the National Conference of Black Mayors (NCBM).

As Executive Director of the National Conference of Black Mayors, Ms. Williams assists more than 650 African American Mayors across the United States and the 48 million citizens that they collectively represent.  Under her leadership, NCBM has been positioned as a leader in the redevelopment of our most vulnerable communities.  Founded in 1974 with the mission to enhance the executive management capacity of its member mayors, NCBM provides technical and management assistance, articulates the public policy positions of its members, and serves as a clearinghouse on information pertinent to municipal development and financing.  Ms. Williams retains an intense focus on providing mayors with redevelopment tools, cutting-edge research and essential best practices to challenge and overcome the grappling issues that have eroded the vitality and sustainability of our nation’s cities.  Ultimately, she empowers leadership on the local level to effect positive change in the quality of life in communities across our nation.

While her goal is to enhance the ability of mayors to engage the public and private sectors in this process in their respective administrations, her vision has transformed this non-profit organization into an international institution.  The global reach of NCBM has allowed Ms. Williams to organize over 18,000 mayors abroad, establishing partnerships with mayoral associations, presidents and heads of state in Africa, Colombia, China, Haiti, Brazil, Jamaica, Martinique and the Bahamas.  As a result of these partnerships, international development has been spurred through the exchange of information, technical assistance, critical resource building and training.  The tremendous fruit of this international labor was exemplified in the NCBM Haiti Disaster Relief Fund that was immediately opened after food riots engulfed the country of Haiti in violence, this past summer.  Mars Corporation partnered with NCBM to donate a shipment of Uncle Ben’s Rice to NCBM’s Haitian member mayors’ communities, which in turn fed over 300,000 people in Haiti.  Whether NCBM member mayors represent populations of 2,000 or 2 million people, through her efforts, mayors have now become beacons of light and ambassadors of hope for foreign governments with vulnerable populations, developing economies and embattled infrastructures. 

In their hour of catastrophic need, the Black mayors of Gulf Coast cities fell under the radar of the federal government and its relief agencies but it was a call to the cell phone of Ms. Williams that delivered critical immediate attention to the mayors of impacted cities.  With limited resources, NCBM staff galvanized and distributed essential relief items to the suffering municipalities.  Shortly after Hurricane Katrina, Ms. Williams demonstrated her financial savvy by securing more than $125 million in New Market Tax Credits from a major banking institution to assist with the redevelopment and restoration of the impacted Gulf Coast communities.

NCBM member mayors knew they could depend on Ms. Williams because they were well acquainted with her heartfelt diligence and commitment long before the levees broke.  As a technical assistance provider serving as a liaison with the Washington (D.C.), Los Angeles, San Francisco and Phoenix Offices of the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Ms. Williams was sent into cities where the agency was threatening to rescind funding.  With her acumen and efficiency, she assisted these identified cities in retaining critical development funding.  This work in her early career days paved the way for the synergy that she is leveraging in her current position.

“The lack of knowledge is universal, be it Jamaica or Jackson, Mississippi; Tanzania or Tallahassee, Florida; Colombia or Columbus, Ohio; South Africa or Sacramento, California.  Our communities are the last to know about the abundant funding tools and resources available to them to develop their communities.  God has allowed me to gain this information both domestically and internationally, in both the public and private sectors.  It is imperative that this information is used where the rubber meets the road: to empower people throughout our global communities,” says Ms. Williams, of her impact on the progress of our communities.

Gus K. West, Board Chair and President, The Hispanic Institute
Mr. West has been involved with governmental and political life for more than 20 years, beginning with serving the Nevada State Assembly as Assistant Sergeant At Arms, and then the City of Las Vegas as a Senior Management Analyst. Mr. West later went on to serve at the United States Department of Commerce in the Administrations of Economics and Statistics, Economic Development, and International Trade. 

In the late 1990 he formed a Governmental Affairs consulting practice that he manages in Washington DC. The Government Affairs clients have included the League of United Latin American Citizens, Net for All (provided internet access to Hispanic households), Citigroup Hispanic Community Relations, SAP America, the District of Columbia, The Washoe Tribe of California and Nevada, and the Bishop Piute Tribe of California.
 
Mr. West has been involved in numerous public initiatives, including the National Performance Review (reinventing government) project, March Fund for Cancer Education, the 50th NATO Anniversary, Earth Day 2000, and the Academy of Achievement. 
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