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FCC National Broadband Plan Hearing
“Capital Formation in the Broadband Sector”
Thursday, October 1, 2009, 10:30 a.m.
FCC Open Meeting Room

Washington, D.C.
Agenda:

10:30 a.m.
Welcome from FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski, Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker, Commissioner Robert McDowell (Moderator)
10:35 a.m.
Panelist Opening Remarks
Thomas Aust, Senior Analyst, Investment Grade, GE Asset Management

Phil Bronner, General Partner, Novak Biddle Venture Partners
Christopher C. King, Principal - Telecommunications and Cable Services Research Coverage: Telecom/ILECs/Wireless/Cable, Stifel Nicolaus 

Anna-Maria Kovacs, President, Regulatory Source Associates LLC



Monish Kundra, Venture Partner, Columbia Capital

Dean Manson, Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary
Hughes Communications, Inc. (HCI), Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HNS)
Luke Szymczak, Managing Director, JPMorgan Asset Management
11: 00 a.m.  Questions and Discussion 
Participant Biographies
Thomas Aust; Senior Analyst, Investment Grade, GE Asset Management
Tom is a Senior Analyst on the Investment Grade Fixed Income Team at GE Asset Management.  He joined GEAM in 2007 from JP Morgan Investment Management where he was Vice President/Senior Analyst responsible for high-grade telecom, media & technology credits.  Prior to JP Morgan, Tom followed telecommunications and media as a Senior Analyst at Citigroup Investments/Travelers Insurance, Chase Securities, Citicorp Securities, and Lehman Brothers.  Before joining Lehman Brothers, he worked for Commissioner Eli Noam on telecommunications issues at the New York Public Service Commission.  Immediately after business school, Tom worked as a consultant to venture capital and communications companies.  Tom began his career in Washington, D.C., where he worked at the Interstate Commerce Commission, first as Assistant Legislative Counsel dealing with railroad and trucking deregulation legislation, and then as Legal and Policy Advisor for two commissioners implementing the Staggers Rail Act and the Motor Carrier Act.  His first job in Washington was in the U.S. House of Representatives on the staff of John J. Cavanaugh (D. NE).  

Tom earned a BA from Beloit College, a JD from Creighton University School of Law, and an MBA from Columbia Business School.

Phil Bronner, General Partner, Novak Biddle Venture Partners
Philip Bronner joined Novak Biddle Venture Partners in 1999 and is focused on investments in information technology.  Prior to joining Novak Biddle he founded a media technology company.  In addition, he served as a management consultant with McKinsey & Co. in New York advising high-tech clients on corporate strategy and worked as a software engineer at IBM.  

At Novak Biddle, Phil serves as director for Approva, Vision Chain, InGrid, Netcordia, Freewebs, Clearspring, Social Gaming Network and 2Tor.  He also leads Novak Biddle’s investments in Panasas and is a board observer for Specktrum K12.  Past board or board observer seats include:  Logic Library (acquired by SOA software), AnswerLogic (acquired by Primus Knowledge Systems).  N.E.W. Customer Service Companies and Clear Standards (acquired by SAP).  

Phil earned a BS in Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon University; a Juris Doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Law; and a Master of Business Administration from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Christopher C. King, Principal - Telecommunications and Cable Services Research Coverage: Telecom/ILECs/Wireless/Cable

Christopher C. King is a Senior Telecom Services Analyst and Principal at Stifel Nicolaus, where he covers telecommunications and cable services firms. His current coverage universe consists of Rural Local Exchange Carriers (RLECs), as well as the Regional Bell Operating Companies (RBOCs), in addition to a focus on Latin American and national independent wireless carriers.  Mr. King joined the Legg Mason Telecommunications Equity Research team in January 2001. He was an equities trader and fixed-income analyst with Wachovia Bank and Allfirst Bank, and for five years prior to joining Legg Mason/Stifel, was a financial analyst with Allfirst in the company's Brokerage and Capital Markets Groups.

Mr. King has a bachelor's degree in politics and economics from Wake Forest University and an MBA with a concentration in finance from the University of Maryland.

Anna-Maria Kovacs, President, Regulatory Source Associates LLC

Anna-Maria Kovacs is founder and President of Regulatory Source Associates LLC.  RSA provides investment professionals with analysis of federal and state regulation of the communications industry.  Dr.  Kovacs has followed the communications industry for over 20 years, as either an analyst or consultant. Her undergraduate degree in Economics and English is from Boston University.  Her Ph.D., from Harvard University, is in Comparative Literature with extensive work in Economic History.  Her MBA is also from Harvard University. Dr. Kovacs is a Certified Financial Analyst (CFA). 

Monish Kundra, Venture Partner, Columbia Capital 

Monish joined Columbia capital in 2008 and focuses on investments in the wireless communications, satellite communications and broadband services sectors. He is actively involved with a number of Columbia Capital's portfolio companies including CCTV Wireless and SkyTerra. Prior to joining Columbia Capital, Monish was Senior VP of Corporate Development for Mobile Satellite Ventures where he was responsible for leading the company's strategic transactions, spectrum coordination and partnerships, including a partnership with Inmarsat Global Ltd. Prior to Columbia Capital, Monish has held several positions in private equity, company operations and investment banking including as managing director and one of the founders of Headwaters MB (a Denver-based merchant bank), CFO of a venture-backed broadband services company, and an early member of communications group at Madison Dearborn Partners. Monish holds a BS degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Pennsylvania and a B.S. degree from the Wharton School. 
Dean Manson, Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary
Hughes Communications, Inc. (HCI), Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HNS)
Dean Manson is Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, and its public parent company, Hughes Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: HUGH).  Hughes is the global leader in providing broadband satellite networks and services for enterprises, governments, small businesses, and consumers.  As General Counsel since 2004, Mr. Manson is responsible for all legal matters at Hughes and its subsidiaries, including contracts, corporate and financial transactions, securities, corporate governance, intellectual property, compliance programs, government relations, and dispute resolution.  Mr. Manson serves on the board of directors of several of Hughes' subsidiaries.

Mr. Manson earned a Bachelor of Science in Engineering degree from Princeton University and a Juris Doctorate degree from Columbia University School of Law.
Luke Szymczak, Managing Director, JPMorgan Asset Management, covers the Telecom and cable sectors.  Luke holds a B.S. in electrical engineering from Rutgers University and an M.B.A. from the Harvard Business School.  
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