Mobile Applications and Spectrum Field Hearing
Thursday, October 8, 2009

9:00 AM-12:00 PM
San Diego, California
The wireless industry in the United States is on the verge of a transformational change that results from the confluence of mobility and broadband.  Mobile broadband promises to transform education, healthcare, social services, civic involvement, and entertainment and bring abundant benefits to consumers and businesses alike.  Powerful new technologies increasingly allow Americans of all backgrounds and walks of life to access the Internet on the go, with robust broadband connections and applications and services that are tailored to the mobile environment.  However, mobile broadband can only reach its full potential where there is access to adequate and appropriate spectrum.  
Mobile applications are rapidly becoming central elements in our mobile broadband environment.  Rapidly emerging from the “walled gardens” that once characterized the world of mobile data, mobile applications have flourished with the deployment of mobile broadband networks.  Tens of thousands of applications are available on a variety of technology platforms to help people lead safe, healthier, happier, more informed productive lives.

The Mobile Applications and Spectrum Field Hearing will lend a West Coast perspective to our inquiry.  It will consist of two panels that will look respectively at spectrum availability and mobile applications and the roles that they play in the development of America’s mobile broadband infrastructure.  
The first panel will focus on spectrum issues impacting mobile broadband, asking, in particular whether there is the potential for a mobile broadband spectrum gap. We will explore the expected capacity of existing spectrum licensed for wireless broadband use as well as announced 4G deployments.  In addition, we will focus on the trade-offs that are inherent in deploying a 4G network where high throughput is required to a large number of users.  In particular, we will focus on the factors that would make it uneconomical for an operator to provide robust broadband service as its business grows or to increase throughput and capacity in a given area and strategies that might be used to address them
The second panel will look at trends and developments in mobile applications, paying particular attention to applications that are likely to change the way we use mobile broadband services.  The number of available mobile applications has skyrocketed, and has changed how we are able to manage our data, both work and personal.  Also, applications have provided an avenue to express creativity, engage in social networking, and view and participate in various forms of entertainment.  This panel will focus on applications that will be developed as new wireless networks are deployed, and the effect they will have on network uptake, spectrum utilization, and cyber security.  Areas of discussion are expected to include a full range of potential applications for education, civic participation, and e-Health, as well as public safety and entertainment applications.  Information on the role of applications in network deployment and adoption will be sought that will help inform the development of the national broadband plan.  

Topics:
· First Panel:
Mobile Applications that Will Change the Way We Use Broadband.
· As wireless network technology advances and changes resulting in increased bandwidth and reduced latency, what new applications, services, and content will drive mobile wireless network uptake?

· Given expected 4G network technology is there sufficient spectrum to handle new and potentially more bandwidth intensive applications, and should application developers be cognizant of spectrum limitations and design their applications to be spectrally efficient? 

· Applications help us manage our data, express our creativity, and provide us with opportunities for learning, civic participation, and entertainment.  What future applications will change how we live, work, and learn?

· What applications can improve the efficiency and reliability of public safety operations?

· As new applications, services, and content are developed what changes to cyber security will be needed to ensure a safe experience for users?

· Second Panel:
Broadband Spectrum: a Looming Crisis?
· Is there a looming spectrum crisis?

· What are the trade-offs that are inherent in deploying a 4G network where high throughput is required to a large number of users?

· What are the factors that would make it uneconomical for either an incumbent or a start-up operator to continue to increase throughput and capacity in a given area and strategies that might be used to address them?

· What role can secondary spectrum markets play in improving access to existing allocations, particularly in rural areas?  What can be done to allow secondary spectrum markets to operate more effectively and more efficiently?
· What is the role of unlicensed spectrum? 
Agenda:

9:00 am
Introductory Comments by Chairman Julius Genachowski
9:05 am
Panel 1:  Mobile Applications that Will Change the Way We Use Broadband.
Moderator, Chairman Julius Genachowski Statement

9:10 am 
Commissioner Meredith Baker Statement
9:15 am
(75 minutes:  5-7 minutes from each panelist followed by approximately 35 to 45 minutes for questions from the FCC moderating panel) 
Rey Ramsey, President and Chief Executive Officer, One-Economy

Pam Scanlon, Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, ARJIS

Darrel Drinan, Chief Executive Officer, PhiloMetron

Larry Goldenhersh, President, Enviance

William Griswold, Professor, University of California, San Diego

Matt Murphy, Partner, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers
10:30 am
Panel 1 ends.
10:45 am
Panel 2:  Broadband Spectrum: A Looming Crisis?  
Moderator, Chairman Julius Genachowski Statement

10:50 am 
Commissioner Meredith Baker Statement

10:55 am
(80 minutes:  5-7 minutes from each panelist followed by approximately 40 to 50  minutes for questions from the FCC moderating panel)
John Badal, Chief Executive Officer, Sacred Wind Communications


Peggy Johnson, Executive Vice President for the Americas & India



Ravi Potharlanka, Chief Operating Officer, FiberTower



Gigi Sohn, President and Co-Founder, Public Knowledge

Victor Bahl, Principal Researcher and founding Manager of the Networking Research Group, Microsoft Research

Egil Gronstad, Vice President, Technology Planning, Leap Wireless

Matthew R. Rantanen, Director of Technology, Southern California Tribal Chairmen's Association, Tribal Digital Village

12:15 pm
Panel 2 ends.
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